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Objectives:
1. Give some of the Peace River area members a chance to see what innovative conservation farming and ranching techniques
are being practiced throughout other parts of the world.
2. Gain insights into some of the challenges that are being faced and dealt with by their fellow producers from other groups,
other regions of Canada and other countries.
Accomplishments:
The World Congress on Conservation Agriculture was held over 3 days at the Winnipeg Convention Center in Winnipeg, Manitoba from
June 23 to 25, 2014. The World Congress hosts were Conservation Agriculture Systems Alliance or CASA , which is a partnership
between Soil Conservation Council of Canada or SCCC and Conservation Technology Information Center or CTIC. Bill Wilson sits on
the Soil Conservation Council of Canada Board of Directors and worked on the organizing committee to undertake the task of hosting
this world class event in Canada for the first time.
A delegation from the Peace Region participated in the World Congress on Conservation Agriculture. They participated in discussions
about conservation farming and sustainable grazing. Over 400 people attended the congress, coming from 39 different countries
around the world (including Algeria, Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Cuba, Ethiopia, France, Germany,
Ghana, India, Ireland, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, New Zealand,
Portugal, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands, Spain, Switzerland, Tanzania, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, United Kingdom, United States, Uzbekistan & Zimbabwe).
The delegation enjoyed learning about new approaches and innovations from the guest speakers and the panel discussions. Since
there were often 6 or more concurrent sessions to choose from, we split up so that we could attend as many sessions as possible and
bring back key messages to our region. For example, during the livestock session on Wednesday morning, we learned about grasses
crossed with grains with very good forage value. The protein values of Russian wild rye and teff grass also got some of our producers
thinking of new feeding or grazing options to consider.
The highlights of attending the world congress were definitely the people we met. But the networking during the breaks, the meals and
the poster sessions was amazing during the congress. As one of our delegation said “It was interesting to see how other people in
other countries do things. There may be big differences in our scales of farming, but we are not a lot different in our objectives. We
want to save soil, fuel and money. But we all do it a little differently.”
Tasks in progress: none for a short term project.
Extension and Communication: There are several articles, before and after this world class event, written in the Forage First
newsletter, which was published and circulated to a mailing list of 220 in Winter, Spring and Fall issues of the newsletter (on file if
required). PRAD was acknowledged in all articles and advertising. The world congress and tour was featured on several websites and
in the “The Protector” publication of Soil Conservation Council of Canada.
Finances: Income and expense report attached.
Variances from original work plan, schedule or budget: none.
Summary comments, conclusions: Each person in our Peace delegation returned to our region with new perspectives and new
ideas; and appreciated the opportunity to participate in this international, first class event.
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