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Final Report Prepared for PRAD and the BC Grain Industry Development Council 
 

Title of Project:  Representing Peace Agriculture 
Covering Period: April 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016 
Organization(s):  BC Grain Producers Association 
Contact Person:  Sharla Pearce 
Address:  Box 6004 Fort St. John, BC V1J 4H6 
Telephone:  250-785-5774 Fax: 250-787-0031    
Email: sharla@bcgrain.com 

 
1.  Member connection and public awareness: 
The BCGPA engages in on-going communication between directors, members and the general 
public, issues or concerns raised from the membership to the BCGPA directors were acted on 
through the appropriate channels and resolutions reported back to producers. 
• The website has been updated when appropriate with bulletins of upcoming events, past 

meetings, Newsletters, current contact information, including the toll-free number to the 
BCGPA administrative office. It also has links to other organizations that the BCGPA is 
affiliated with.   

• A newsletter was sent out last year and worked to inform members and local producers 
with upcoming events, meeting reports, committee updates and articles on issues relevant 
to Peace Area producers. 

• A field tour and information session was held at the Dawson Creek research farm in July 
and was well attended by area producers and industry representatives. This opportunity 
was used to gather input and ideas directly from members regarding research they would 
like to see conducted by the BCGPA.  A BBQ was provided for attendees and allowed for 
knowledge transfer for participants during the supper and beyond.  

 
2.  Research: 
• Malcolm Odermatt, was elected as a director on the board of the WGRF, which allows the 

BCGPA a seat to promote and support a crop research network in Western Canada. 
• The BCGPA’s research committee has been dedicated to ensuring that the research team 

has the equipment, knowledge, proper staffing and resources needed to properly conduct 
the research that is vital to producers in the BC Peace.  

• Local presence at provincial and federal level industry meetings is critical for the success of 
the BCGPA Variety Trials research program. One committee member and the research 
manager attended the Prairie Grain Development Committee meetings in Saskatoon, SK in 
early 2016 to participate in discussions regarding variety recommendation for registration 
and make sure that our regional concerns were heard.  

• An extensive examination was given to past research projects and varieties that had been 
researched through the department and future research will based on membership input 
through the networking seminar held in Dawson Creek in July 2015, as well as building on 
previous discoveries.   
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3.  Environment: 
• Climate Change: The BCGPA again participated in projects with the Climate Action 

Initiative, partially funded through Investment Agriculture Foundation, using Growing 
Forward 2 funding. This year was the final year in a multi year project to allow for dedicated 
pest monitoring in the BC Peace region and Arlan Benn continued on as the pest 
monitoring contractor, allowing pest monitoring to continue past the BC/AB border.  The 
weather monitoring project saw a website built that is dedicated solely to the weather in 
North Eastern BC and comes equipped with tools for producers to use to manage their 
crops based on forecasted weather patterns. 

• Water: The BCGPA was involved in a water strategy working group which includes activities 
on surface water quantity and quality, ground water quantity and quality, ground water 
mapping and characterization in Northeast BC. 

 
4.  Transportation: 
• Locally: Due to continuing concerns about the deteriorating state of the roads in the South 

Peace, the transportation committee continued to petition for rural road improvements 
through meetings with Caribou Road Services and the Ministry of Transportation.  

• Provincially: Representatives from the BCGPA met with a consultant and discussed different 
options for transporting grain from the Peace Region down to the southern part of the 
province.  Options included both rail and trucking as feasible options, but both would need 
more infrastructure put in place to make them profitable for both producers and 
trucking/rail companies.  

 
5. Business Risk Management 
• Agricultural Labour Issues: A representative from the BCGPA participated in conversations 

around the need to have young people getting involved in all farming types (grain & 
oilseed has been given less direction than animal based farms).  There was dialogue of a 
national labour framework being established to build a network and support to help 
younger farmers and immigrants find the skills and education to be successful. 

• Production Insurance:  A meeting was held in Dawson Creek in February 2016 with 
representatives from the BCGPA as well as the Ministry of Agriculture regarding production 
insurance.  There is still not enough movement during these discussions to show the 
benefit to producers to participate in the production insurance program offered. 

 
6. Marketing 
• Promoting Ag industry in BC: Representatives from the BCGPA were in attendance at ‘Ag 

Days’ in Victoria in early November 2015.  This was a day spent meeting with 
representatives from other commodities from around BC as well as with government 
Ministers, Deputy Ministers and Opposition MLA’s to voice concerns surrounding the 
agriculture industry in BC.  There was also a representative discussing issues with producers 
and provincial employees during the Dawson Creek Fall Fair. 

• Directors of the BC Grain Producers had several opportunities to promote the agriculture 
industry by attending receptions sponsored by the Canola Council of Canada and the 
Canadian Grains Council held with federal ministers in attendance.  
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• Radio-grain prices and announcements: CJDC 890 in Dawson Creek has given the BCGPA 
the opportunity of making use of the noon hour farm news by allowing grain prices and 
agricultural related announcements with no charge. This free airtime has been useful in 
making timely announcements when relevant and has direct interaction with the farming 
community in a 400 km area. 

 
7.  Food Safety/Biosecurity 
• Biotechnology: Pressures are mounting from largely misinformed public opinion and action 

needs to be taken against the pseudo-science that shows misleading information regarding 
genetically modified foods.  

 
Summary:  While Representing Peace Agriculture this past year, delegates of the BC Grain 
Producers Association spoke for members of the BCGPA on a number of committees including 
the Grain Growers of Canada, Canadian Canola Growers Association, Canola Council of 
Canada, BC Agriculture Council, Agriculture Research and Extension Council of Alberta, 
Investment Agriculture, Agriculture, Cereals Canada and Environment Partnership Committee 
and various local committees. The directors met and received feedback from local producers 
on an informal basis on many agricultural related topics and made sure any concerns were 
forwarded to the appropriate organizations and/or government agencies when applicable.  
This project allowed for BC Peace Region grain & oilseed producers to be accurately 
embodied at local, provincial and federal levels in matters relating to crop research, water and 
air quality, business risk management, production insurance, transportation and biotechnology 
issues.  Over the past year, Representing Peace Agriculture was a vital part of promoting the 
agricultural industry in the Peace Region. 
 

Budget Information will be provided on a separate summary 


