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Executive Summary

The healthy and vigorous forage stands project started with four sites set up in the South Peace with the main focus
on noxious weeds. Competition, herbicides & fertilizer (granular & manure) are methods used on cooperator sites to
improve pasture/hayfield health and vigor. These sites will continue to be monitored and improved upon in the
2014/15 year. Knowledge was shared with local, regional and interprovincial producers pertaining to multispecies
grazing at Goat School in September 2013. Benefits of maintaining a healthy and vigorous forage stand from a feed
analysis point of view was reviewed at two feed rationing seminars in December 2013. The information from these
seminars was then compiled into an informative four page forage fact which will be mailed to producers in the spring
of 2014. The past fall and winter has seen a large push to develop and launch the Peace Forage Seeding Tool, an

online species selection tool. The first version of the tool has launched and can be viewed at
www.peaceforagetool.ca. The web tool has been featured in the Canadian Cattlemen Beef magazine, as well as

Country Life in BC.

Objectives

> To identify more effective and economic ways to maintain or improve pasture and hayfield health.

» To demonstrate economic and effective methods of rejuvenating pasture and hayfields that are infiltrated
with undesirable species such as invasive plants, willow, and aspen.

> To share information about new chemical, appropriate species selection, value of appropriate clean seed,
and other new and or innovative rejuvenation methods.

Project Progress

1. Year1
1.1. Consultation and developing buy in from partners and technical working committee
Project Activity Details
1.1.1 | Identify technical working group A working group was created to aid in the Completed
members and host series of development of the webtool and provide
meetings to establish buy in feedback throughout its development. This
working group consisted of forage producers,
researchers and oil & gas professionals.
1.1.2 | Develop and determine details With each weed and/or nutrient challenge a Completed
about methods to be demonstrated | strategy was developed with each cooperator to
and researched address their issue.
1.1.3 | Develop and determine A methodology was developed to monitor Completed
expectations and methodology of | effectiveness of weed control methods.
assessing the success of
rejuvenation
1.1.4 | Work with potential co-operators to | Sites were setup with 4 individuals. Completed
set up sites as they become
available
1.1.5 | Ongoing meetings and updates Webtool working group met several times Completed
with working group to refine throughout the fall and winter to provide feedback
projects and share deliverables on the webtool.
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1.2. Plot establishment/monitoring sites
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Nov 30t, 2013
- Directors meetings and newsletter articles

Project Activity Details
1.2.1 | Set up minimum of 4 sites Four sites established in the Peace Region: Completed
targeting 5-8 total sites - Weed management (3 - Scentless
Chamomile, Canada Thistle & Foxtail Barley)
- Improving hayland production
Other sites visited to determine project suitability:
- Dalmation toadflax on FSJ lookout & grazing
with goats - PRRD
- Goat grazing & weed control — Ed Bellamy
- Willow control in pasture — Jim Collins
1.2.2 | Species/Variety option - Species Selection Webtool launched at Completed
www.peaceforagetool.ca
- Variety demo: See project variances
1.2.3 | Monitor Vegetation Cover All four sites were monitored throughout the
growing season and will continue to be monitored | Completed
in year 2.
1.3. Communications and Sharing Information (Incremental)
Project Activity Details
1.3.1 | Tours/Seminars and Field days - Cowbytes Cattle Nutrition Sessions — North Completed
Peace & South Peace (Dec 16 & 17, 2013)
1.3.2 | Forage Facts (5 per year) and - FF 83: Beef Nutrition — What To Look At & Completed
information shared via mail outs to How Much?
members and non members See project variances
1.3.3 | Newsletter, updates about project | - Forage First Spring 2013: R & D Project Completed
in 3/yr newsletter Profiles
- Forage First Fall 2013: Healthy & Vigorous
Weeds?
- Forage First Winter 2014:
o PRFA AGM - R&D Showcase
o Cowbytes & Feed Rationing
o Cocktail Cover Crops
1.3.4 | Website update of information www.peaceforage.bc.ca/rd_healthy_forages.html | Completed
learned
1.3.5 | Analysis of data & Presentation at | See Extension and communications Completed
information sessions for
producers, and relevant industries
1.3.6 | Reporting out - Peace River Forage Association of BC AGM | Completed
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Extension and Communications:

Magazine/Group/Area Contact Reach

Canadian Cattlemen The Beef Magazine Tfé?gr:a 20,000  Printed February 2014

IAF Newsletter &.Annual Report, Country Tamara 8.400 Printed February 2014

Life in BC magazine Leigh

Peace River Forage Association of BC Sandra 550 Articles in Spring 2013, Fall 2013 and Winter 2014
Forage First Burton

Peace River Forage Association of BC Sandra _
website Burton http://www.peaceforage.bc.ca/rd_healthy forages.html
Society of Rangeland Management and Julie Approximately 80 agricultural producers and

Peace River Forage Association of BC Robinson 80 professionals stopped to learn about what is being
Annual Summer Tour (June 21, 2013) done to control Scentless chamomile at our site.

Elaine Presentation about sites set up with cooperators and

PRRD Provincial Tour July 2014 Armagost 15 Peace Forage Tool to individuals affiliated with weed

groups across BC.

Goat School ® British Columbia (Sept 13- Talon Learnt about multi-species grazing and benefits of

150 2013) Johnson 25 gsing goats in a grazing system for pasture
improvement.

PRRD Invasive Plant Council meeting Elaine 05 Presentation about year 1 progress with cooperators

Nov 6%, 2013 Armagost and webtool development progress.

Peace River Forage Association of BC Chris 40 Showcase of information learned and Peace Forage

AGM Nov 30t, 2013 Thomson Tool progress to members.

Invasive Species Council of BC Public Allen 100 Presentation of Peace Forage Tool and applicability to

Educational Forum January 2014 Dobb reduce weed issues to groups across BC.

UNBC/PRFA of BC Soils & Forages Sandra 50 First launch of the Peace Forage Tool to the public to

Course Feb 15" 2014 Burton attain feedback on usefulness and user friendliness.

Finances: Please see attached.

Project Variances

1. There was a shortage of industry funds in year 1. The budget for year 1 was $173,550 and actual spent was
$134,084.41 creating a difference of $39,465.59.

2. A deviation from the original proposal included not establishing a variety demo (1.2.2) as this was a lower priority
for producers and therefore it was not delivered. The focus was put into establishing meaningful sites with
cooperators.

3. Developing the species selection webtool (Peace Forage Seeding Tool) required an enormous effort throughout
the fall and winter. Although the actual web developer stayed within budget, there was a lot of contractor time
spent ensuring all pieces were functioning as expected (refer to attached expenses).

4. Four Forage Facts (1.3.2) were not completed for year 1. As there are already numerous factsheets regarding
weed control so we are waiting until year 2 to incorporate results from producer demonstrations. A larger
emphasis was put into extension and communications in terms of articles, website, webtool, tours and
presentations. Effort was also put into building working relationships with the PRRD, FLNRO, MOA and other
producers in the area.

Summary Comments:

In response to the shortage of funds in year 1 and need to find funds to meet the budget outlined for year 2, the
PRFA of BC has revisited the year 2 budgets. Keeping the project objectives in mind, a more attainable work plan
with equally adjusted budget has been developed for year 2 of the project and the PRFA of BC requests approval of
the amendments by the PRAD board. Please see H&V Year 2 Adjusted budget.
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