Title of Special Initiative: Q Fever Awareness
Report Title:
Final Report
Report Covering Period: June 1, 2015 to December 1, 2016
Organization(s):
Peace River Forage Association
Address:
Box 265, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4G7
Contact Person:
Bill Wilson, Treasurer or
Sandra Burton, Lead Contractor
Telephone:
(250) 782-2866
(250) 789-6885
Email:
billwilson@pris.ca
coordinator@peaceforage.bc.ca
_______________________________________________________________________
Objectives:
1. Raise awareness of the risks of Q Fever and get producers informed about the disease from a medical doctor and
veterinarian team.
2. Dr Houston, MD, is also prepared to take awareness one step further at this event and collect blood samples from willing
volunteers to try to determine the prevalence of Q Fever in the BC Peace.
3. Give participants information as to where to send animals blood samples for Q Fever detection, if desired.
4. Communicate and share information with local producers.
Accomplishments: (see attached table for more details)
➢ Over 20 people participated in the BC portion of this bigger project in the session that was held at Tower Lake
Community Hall on June 10th.
➢ Local sheep 4H clubs, abattoirs and sheep managers from both Hutterite colonies were invited. Many participated or
wanted to get more information.
➢ Dr Stan Houston, a Professor of Medicine and Public Health at the University of Alberta, works at the University of
Alberta Hospital and is a specialist in infectious diseases and a Professor of Medicine and Public Health. He outlined
the concern about Q Fever and how it can affect livestock and humans.
➢ Dr Ilona Houston, a DVM from Edmonton, spoke on management techniques to reduce the spread of the disease and
how biosecurity protocols can play a role in disease management.
➢ Dr Christa Harder, a DVM with the Dawson Creek Veterinary Clinic, addressed this illness from an animal perspective
and in the local context. She left producers with instructions on what to do if they suspected Q Fever in their flocks.
➢ PRAD was acknowledged during the event, on the Forage website and in PRFA newsletter fall edition.
➢ Project highlights and information about Q Fever were summarized in a followup article in Forage First newsletter.
➢ Each volunteer participant in the survey received a letter with their results from the testing for Q Fever.
➢ Q Fever prevalence and aggregate results from Dr. Stan Houston will be communicated out in a future newsletter
article, when available.
Tasks in progress: none for a short term pilot project, although enquiries and information sharing continue.
Extension and Communication: There are several articles and updates during this project, written in the Forage First
newsletter, which was published and circulated to a mailing list of over 220 in September 2016 (on file if required). PRAD was
acknowledged in all articles and advertising.
Finances: Chris Thomson our bookkeeper has a detailed project summary in her accounting system. (See attached summary
Income and expense report).
Variances from original work plan, schedule or budget: None
Summary comments, conclusions: There is much more interest in Q fever than originally thought; and there were 4 cases
of positive tests in the Peace.
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