2017 – 06/11: Pan-Agriculture in the North
Final Report
The Pan-Agriculture in the North (PAIN) project was instrumental in ensuring that
agricultural producers in the Peace Region had an opportunity to make a difference
at the regional, provincial and federal levels. This includes all 336 members of the
BC Grain Producers Association (BCGPA), as well as members of other agricultural
organizations in our area. Board members and staff of the BC Grain Producers
Association were able to represent regional agriculture at various meetings and
events held throughout the year.
Business Risk Management
The national strategy for an Environmental Farm Plan was moved along this year
with a meeting held in Ottawa that involved discussions across the commodities
and the provinces to set a plan to move forward with new policy framework. Staff
and board members of the BCGPA were invited to attend meeting with an
independent advisory committee put in place by the BC Minister of Agriculture to
provide strategic advice and policy guidance on revitalization of the ALR and ALC.
Those in attendance were able to speak directly to a panel of BC based producers
from around the province to discuss changes they feel would best support Peace
agriculture producers.
The BCGPA was able to engage a third party contractor to run through a generic
farm cost based scenario to show how provincial risk management programs could
either benefit a producer or not, this information was presented at the AGM in July.
An AgriRisk based meeting was held in Fort St John in December, with producers
leading the discussion on what they felt the major risk(s) the grains and oilseed
sector in BC were facing. This meeting ties into changing the provincial and national
programs and giving farmers the tools to be proactive in risk management rather
than reactive and trying to mitigate losses then.
Climate Awareness & Biosecurity
The Production Insurance Grain and Forage Advisory Committee met again in
March 2018 in Fort St John and members of the BCGPA board were able to attend
to discuss the needs of grain and oilseed producers as related to provincial
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production insurance. The payments for Agristability are still almost 2 years
behind, with only 67% of applications for 2016 processed. The Ministry was again
made aware that this hold up in the payouts is completely unacceptable when
producers may need cash flow.
The BCGPA is working in partnership with the Agriculture and AgriFood office in
Summerland, BC to trap spores in the air at the North Peace farm. These samples
are sent to AAFC Summerland at the end of the season for analysis. The analysis
is then overlaid with climate and weather data to show the shift of the pathogens
throughout the province.
Different pathways for agriculture recycling in the Peace Region were investigated
this year. There was not enough progress made as there seemed to be roadblocks
everywhere stopping the progress in our region. We will continue to push forward
on this matter, as recycling agriculture waste also will tie into the public trust issue
moving forward.
Commerce of Grain and Oilseeds
Board members and staff of the BC Grain Producers Association have been able to
take part in events and discussions with individuals and associations throughout
the entire value chain. These conversations centered around trade markets that
were in the process of opening and concerns with chemical residues and tariffs for
foreign markets.
Community Building and Public Trust
The BC Grain Producers Association is working through the BC Agriculture Council
on a BC wide public trust initiative. This brings together stakeholders from around
the province to provide input to develop a plan to tackle this critical issue.
Pan-Agriculture in the North enabled communication to flow from members and
concerned local farmers, through the BCGPA directors to the suitable agencies and
then back down to producers. The website was refurbished to be more user friendly
and was kept updated with current prices (in partnership with Richardson Pioneer),
bulletins of local events and current contact information for the BCGPA
administrative office and board members.
Staff from the BCGPA attended the North Peace Fall Fair in August with a public
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informational booth. The booth was well received and many questions were asked
and answered about grains in general and our local grain industry. There were
games set up for children, as well as a place for people to hand grind wheat to make
flour and see the simple process to help recognize where food comes from.
Crop Movement
The largest regional concern continues to be the non-maintained roads. The
continual degradation of the roads was addressed at Ag-Days in Victoria with both
the Minister of Agriculture and the Minster of Transportation. Members of the
BCGPA transportation committee attended the Caribou Road Services stakeholder
meeting and discussed how to move forward with these concerns.
Those same members also took part in a conference call held between the BCGPA
and the Ministry of Agriculture to discuss grain transportation in BC and how it is
affected by the rail service across Canada. Grain transportation via rail is an issue
across Canada and this project allowed the Peace Region to have a spot at the
national table to voice concerns on Bill C-49, as well as media interviews with CBC
to bring attention to the lack of rail service. Association president, Rick Kantz, was
given an opportunity to speak to the Vice President of operations for CP Rail
regarding subpar rail service and the acquisition of new rail cars.
Research
The BCGPA sent a staff member and director to participate and voice regional
concerns i n F e b r ua r y 2 0 1 8 at the Prairie Grain Development Committee
meeting in Banff, AB around for variety registration recommendations. Malcolm
Odermatt represented the BCGPA on the board of the WGRF, which gives local
producers a voice to a national research organization, and promotes and supports
a producer funded research network in Western Canada. There was also an
opportunity to travel to the Alberta Regional Variety Trial meeting in Calgary to
express local desires around crop and variety research.

Financial Information
Provided on the following page.
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BC Grain Producers Association
Pan-Agriculture in the North
Reconciliation for April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018

Due from
Funder

Revenue:
In Kind Contribution*
Requested from Levy
Requested from PRAD

25,000.00
25,000.00
50,000.00

25,000.00
50,000.00
GIDC

PRAD

Total Revenue:

100,000.00

Expenses by Objective:

Project Cost

Due from
funder

Project Cost

Due from
funder

Actual Exp

Objective
Business Risk Management

2,000.00

2,377.66

1,585.19

328.05

792.47

85.33

Climate Awareness & Biosecurity

8,500.00

7,717.90

5,145.52

688.38

2,572.38

65.24

Commerce of Grain and Oilseed

11,500.00

11,410.30

7,607.25

1,550.11

3,803.05

395.91

Community Bulding & Public Trust

20,500.00

20,354.55

13,570.38

2,713.24

6,784.17

677.03

3,000.00
3,000.00

2,947.61

1,965.17

308.03

982.44

50.30

19,500.00

19,484.58

12,990.37

2,533.21

6,494.21

612.05

Subtotal

65,000.00

64,292.60

Director's time (In Kind Contribution)

25,000.00

24,396.33

Project Administrative Fee

10,000.00

8,903.71

5,936.10

678.96

2,967.61

10.47

8,799.98

24,396.33

1,896.33

Crop Movement

Regional Input on National Agricultural Innovation

Total Project Cost 100,000.00 97,592.64 48,799.98
*In Kind contribution is limited to 25% of total project value.

