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Objectives: The tour was a full 2 days of touring, exchange of ideas and comparing ranching practices.
There were many good questions and interaction with our hosts as well as much conversation and
information exchange while on the bus.
Accomplishments: The tour was a 2 day event held on June 8 and 9, 2012. It was attended by 18
members of the Peace River Forage Association and on the second day 20 members of the North Peace
Applied Research Association joined. This was a great opportunity for PRFA members to see and hear
about ranching practices being done by their counterparts in the Grimshaw and Manning areas.
Tasks in progress: not applicable for a short term initiative.
Extension and Communication: There was an article published in the fall edition of the Forage First
newsletter which I have attached with this report. The tour was advertised in the spring edition of the
Forage First. PRAD’s contribution was acknowledged in these publications and on all of the posters at
the event.
Finances:
Income and expense report attached.
Variances from original work plan, schedule or budget:

Summary comments, conclusions:
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LIVESTOCK & FORAGE TOUR IN THE ALBERTA & B.C. PEACE
ITINERARY
Friday, June 8:
8:00 am
10:30 am
2:00 pm
4:30 pm

(BC time) Northern Lights College, Dawson Creek
Tour Christoph & Erika Weder’s ranch – Spiritview Ranch, Rycroft
Board bus and drive to Fairview to view Forage plots
Tour Michael & Lorna Scott’s farm – grazing management with sheep, goats & cattle
Supper at the Scott Farm

Overnight in Manning
Saturday, June 9:
8:00 am (AB time) Board bus at NPARA Research Farm
Tour stops will include:
• Twin Rivers Hutterite Colony
• Year round solar watering system
• Smooth Bromegrass Fields
• Agroforestry Project
• Research plots at NPARA Research Farm
6:00 pm Steak barbecue and tail gate party Courtesy of Douglas Lake Equipment
8:00 pm Bus departs for BC

Many Thanks
to

PRAD
Peace River Agricultural
Development Fund

Forage & Liveslo£k Tour
by Carmen Schneider
Day 1, Friday, June 8:
Once again, the Peace River Forage Association
(PRFA) combined with the North Peace Applied
Research Association (NPARA) to explore fascinating
forage practices for anything from cattle and horses to
sheep and goats. At what seemed like the crack of
dawn, the PRFA group met up in Dawson Creek to
make our way towards Rycroft, AB. After a fun bus ride,
we arrived at Christoph and Erika Weder's ranch at
around 10:30 am.
We started with a general discussion of their family
business in the yard. Here we learned that they run 400
Angus cows on their ranch, as well as another 150
head of Highlands/Longhorns on land they have in
Gordondale, AB. They have developed their genetics
from a New Zealand Angus line, in order to make their
herd more efficient on a completely forage based diet.
This allows for cheaper winter feeding, which consists
of bale grazing and stock piling. Since they have not yet
faced the elk problems many of us have had to deal
with, they can put out their whole winter's feed by
driving through the field with the bale trailer pushing
them off as they go. This covers a larger area and thus
later allows the cow's natural fertilizing to spread across
more pasture.
The Weders' finished beef program is largely focused
on the European market, since many in the Canadian
market are not willing to pay for high quality meat. So
far, they are the only exporter of Canadian beef to
Europe and therefore get their slaughtering done in
Lacombe, whose facilities are European approved.
Fresh, not frozen meat is then shipped by boat (or air
for the highest quality line) to their distributers.
After much interest was shown in their beef program,
w,? headed out to pasture to look at the forage their
animals are fed on. The whole group was in vast
amazement (as well as jealousy) of how nice their
pastures look and how much farther the grass was
compared to the very slow spring we were having. In
some cases they improve pasture by broadcasting and
harrowing legumes into an existing stand of grass. Their
cattle are grazed on intensive rotational grazing cycles.
This allows the cows to take the tops off the plants,
leaving them in a continuous vegetative state. The shift
from hay to grass is done by stockpiling, which allows
the rumen to slowly transition.
We were then provided with a delicious lunch in their
beautiful backyard. With many unique practices to think
about, we once again boarded the bus.

This time the bus took us to Fairview, where we had the
chance to take a look at the Peace Country Beef &
Forage Association's
forage plots. They had trials
with 15 varieties of grasses as well as 15 varieties of
legumes. They are exploring winter survival, growth
yield, and forage quality of the plants. They are testing
three different timings of cutting: in June only, in August
only, and in both June and August.
After viewing the plots, the bus took us to Grimshaw,
AB. Here we met up with Michael Scott to look at his
grazing management of the different kinds of livestock
he runs. His main goal is to improve his land and to
make it more sustainable, rather than getting everything
possible out of it. We started by looking at his cow
pasture. This pasture had seen some overgrazing in
recent years, due to extreme drought. This caused him
to rest it the previous growing year. However, there was
still a significant loss of legumes in the grass mixture
and Michael has now tried several methods of
reseeding alfalfa. One method was by broadcasting with
a quad and the other was by direct seeding with a
zero-till drill.
He has also been trying different methods of grazing.
One of these included two paddocks of 20 acres each.
Paddock #1 was split up into 3, one third given each
day. Paddock # 2 was given all 20 ac at once for three
days. He found considerably less residue of old grass in
paddock # 2. He also made an attempt to mob graze
(requiring very small pieces, and moving the cows every
few hours). He has not tried this enough to see the
results but has found it to be much too labour intensive.
After a break for supper in Grimshaw, we headed back
out to the Scott's farm to take a look at his sheep and
goats. One of the biggest problems he has encountered
with this livestock is the fencing that is required for it. He
would like to use the goats to clear some overgrown
brush from logging, but is afraid that they will find a way
out despite rigorous fencing. He now has them in a
small pasture connected to the yard corrals, where they
are free to go in and out. This fence has four wires,
three of which are hot. It will be interesting to see the
results of the Scotts' good ideas and practices. This
great visit wrapped up the day for us, only leaving the
trip to our hotel in Manning.
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Day 2, Saturday, June 9:
Once everyone made it onto the bus, we proceeded to
the NPARA research farm, to pick up the lovely group
that was going to join us for the rest of our adventure.
After a very dusty drive, we arrived at our first stop, the
Twin Rivers Hutterite Colony. Jack, our great host
and guide, explained a new watering system that is
being put in. They have built a large dugout that
collects drainage water. They will then have a pipeline
system that leads out into the centre of a quarter so he
can split it up for rotational grazing and always have
access to the trough. For branding calves, they use
ropers and then wrestle them and it takes the crew 2.5
hours to do 400 calves. This requires 3 ropers, 5 pairs
of wrestlers, and many more ground workers.
On our way to the main farm yard we stopped to view
their version of a Texas gate. It is an incredibly
innovative self-created design made of an old piece of
canvas that is laid across the road. There is a 2x4
attached to either end, on which insulators were
screwed. Four wires were strung from one end to the
other, through the insulators, and all connected to a
gate handle which was connected to the electric fence
on either end. There were also tennis balls strung onto
the wire. The purpose of them was to draw attention,
causing the cows to sniff them and get zapped. Also, if
they want to move livestock through it, the handles can
simply unhook and the whole thing can get rolled up. It
was currently being used for horses, but Jack assured
that it can be used for any livestock.
Jack then showed us some of his pasture which he
seeds in a mostly brome mix first to let it establish. He
then seeds in alfalfa. This way he can control any
weeds before he adds alfalfa in. As we were driving in
towards the farm yard, our bus broke down for a short
period. This allowed for some coffee and BS time.
Once we made it into the yard, we looked at the metal
and wood shops, which both had state of the art
equipment. We also toured the feedlot.

The whole feed lot was at a slight angle to catch any
drainage coming off it. They also have a fully hydraulic
squeeze that is closed in for bad weather conditions. Any
calf being brought in has a tag that gets scanned, which
provides its full history on the computer. The history
starts the day they are born and includes all vaccinations
and treatments they have received. They have an ultrasound machine for preg-checking and they blood test the
cows they are not certain about.
After a hearty lunch here, we proceeded on to look at
some of Nora and Bob's property. Unfortunately we
could not get to the year around solar watering system
with the bus, but Nora provided us with some pictures
and told us a little bit about it. It was installed in the fall
and worked very well throughout the winter. They had no
problems with it being too cold or with the sun not
providing enough energy. We also stopped at a smooth
brome field, which they sell as seed.
Next we went on to the Murdoch Lake Agroforestry
Project, where forestry is combined with forage. This
project covers 60 acres of land controlled by Ducks
Unlimited; and is surrounded by an eight foot ungulate
fence. In 2004 the forage crop was seeded and the trees,
set apart 2.5m, were planted. They had three basic
treatments, forage crop only, trees only, and forage +
trees. Some of the trees had plastic mulch applied. Tree
performance was measured biannually by DBH (diameter
at breast height) and tree height.
Where applied, the forage crop productivity was
measured each year. They found that the survival rate of
trees with mulch was three times greater than the ones
without mulch. NPARA waited 5 years to start
rotationally grazing (i.e. 2009) to give the trees a chance
to grow first. We noticed only minimal damage and most
of the trees looked very healthy. One thing that accounts
partially for these results is the fence that is in place. It
protects the trees from wildlife damage, which is a
common problem with tree growing. They found that the
combination of trees and forage is very beneficial for
cattle due to it providing shade.
We then made our way to the NPARA research farm.
Here we looked at different kinds of tree and shrub
options for a shelter belt. After everyone had the chance
to grab some refreshments, we all jumped onto a flat
deck trailer, which took us around to view the research
plots at the farm. They had everything from trials with the
Agroplow, to different legumes, to many varieties of
annual crops, and even trials with peas.
The amazing two day tour closed with a delicious dinner.
A big thank you goes out to Douglas Lake Equipment,
who came all the way from Dawson Creek to cook steaks
for us. The Forage Association would also like to thank
our partners and sponsors for making this tour possible
including NPARA, PRAD and the County of Northern
Lights.

